The indole and phenyl ring systems in the title compound, C 18 H 18 N 2 S 2 , are nearly coplanar, the indole and phenyl planes forming a dihedral angle of 6.5 (1)
. Supramolecular aggregation is effected by N-HÁ Á ÁS, C-HÁ Á ÁS, N-HÁ Á Á and C-HÁ Á Á interactions. The crystal studied exhibited inversion twinning.
Related literature
For a detailed account of the indoleamine 2,3-dioxygenase (IDO) inhibitory properties of the title compound and other brassinin derivatives, see: Gaspari et al. (2006) and references cited therein. For hydrogen-bond criteria, see: Desiraju & Steiner (1999) ; Desiraju (1989) . For graph-set notations, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) ; Etter (1990) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the N1/C2-C5 ring, Cg2 that of the C4-C9 ring and Cg3 that of the C17-C22 ring. Benzyl N- [2-(1H-indol-3-yl) ethyl]dithiocarbamate N. Vembu, F. R. Fronczek, C. Petit and M. Devocelle
Comment
The enzyme indoleamine 2,3-dioxygenase (IDO) has been reported to play a role in tumour immunosuppression. IDO inhibitors have been reported to be novel therapeutics for cancer treatment. The natural product brassinin has been shown to be a moderately active competitive IDO inhibitor. The title compound, (I), Fig. 1 , is a brassinin derivative and its IDO inhibitory properties have been reported (Gaspari et al., 2006) . The present investigation is aimed at the study of the molecular and supramolecular architecture of the title compound. This study may serve as a forerunner to an investigation of the correlation between the molecular and supramolecular features of this compound with its biological activity.
In (I), the dithiocarbamate moiety is essentially planar, as shown by the small deviation of N12 [0.0036 (6) Table 1 . The H-bond distances found in (I) agree with those reported in literature (Desiraju & Steiner, 1999; Desiraju, 1989) .
The C11-H11B···S14 interaction generates a motif of graph set (Bernstein et al., 1995; Etter, 1990 ) S(5). Another S (5) Table 1 .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the reported procedure (Gaspari et al., 2006) . Diffraction quality crystals were obtained by recrystallizing the crude product from a 1:1 mixture of dichloromethane and petroleum ether.
Refinement
All H-atoms were located in difference maps and their positions and isotropic displacement parameters freely refined. Refinement of the Flack (1983) parameter indicated an inversion twin with components of slightly different size. Figures   Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of (I) with the atoms labelled and displacement ellipsoids depicted at the 50% probability level for all non-H atoms. H-atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius.
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